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Democrat Sharice Davids, a member of Wisconsinôs Ho-Chunk Nation 
tribe, defeated four -term Republican incumbent U.S. Rep. Kevin Yoder 
in Kansas on Tuesday. Hours later, Democrat Deb Haaland, a member of 
the Laguna Pueblo tribe running in New Mexicoôs solidly Democratic 
First Congressional District, also won her election. Together, they be-
came the first Native American women ever elected to Congress ð a his-
toric achievement centuries in the making.ñSeventy years ago, Native 
Americans right here in New Mexico couldnôt vote,ò Haaland told sup-
porters at a rally Tuesday night. ñGrowing up in my motherôs pueblo 
household and as a 35th generation New Mexican, I never imagined a 
world where I would be represented by someone who looks like me. To-
night, New Mexico, you are sending one of the very first Native American 
women to Congress.òYoder, who has represented Kansasô 3rd Congres-
sional District since 2011, was re-elected in 2016 with 51.3% percent of 
the vote. But Davids was leading polls by as much as a 12-point margin  
in the run -up to Election Day. The historic victory for Davids, a lesbian, 
also makes her the first openly LGBT person to represent Kansas in Con-
gress.But for both Davids and Haaland, the achievement comes with a 
sobering reminder of how long the achievement took.ñIt really is pretty 
amazing that it has taken this long,ò says Jean Schroedel, a political sci-
ence professor at Claremont Graduate University who studies Native 
American voting rights. ñThere certainly are a good number of states 
where the Native population is a substantial portion of the population.ò 

First Native American women elected to Congress:  

Sharice Davids and Deb Haaland  

http://time.com/5304507/deb-haaland-first-native-american-congresswoman/
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/2018/house/ks/kansas_3rd_district_yoder_vs_davids-6653.html
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Owens  Valley Career Development Center  


